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himself, choosing the bright colours that he now used for his
own canvases* In front of the house was the large square with
old trees, crossed by roads of dust that the mistral blew into
every crevice and through the vainly shuttered windows. At
the back of the house, that was not colour-washed and that
showed the grey stone of the walls, was a small yard, while
past one side of the house a road led by a devious route to the
railway station.
It was mid-October before Gauguin left Pont-Aven. There
is no record of how long he intended to stay in Provence, It
is probable that he had not considered any particular length
of time but that he was prepared to see how the plan worked.
A great deal of gratuitous and ill-founded adverse criticism
has been shown towards Gauguin for the treatment that he is
supposed to have meted out to Van Gogh, for the mental
suffering that he is supposed to have caused his companion in
order to satisfy some sadistic pleasure of his own. Tradition
has even found him guilty of Van Gogh's insanity. Later in
his life, when Theo as well as Vincent was dead and other of
his friends also, and as a result possibly of the events of
this tragic visit to Aries, he acquired the reputation of being
a man with the evil eye, an unlucky man for his friends, and a
person with whom early death was the inevitable result of a
close association*
Gauguin, at the end of his life, wrote down various recollec-
tions of this period. He had intended, some day, to write
fully about Vincent, but he did not succeed in recording
more than a few events of his visit. The record is of importance
as evidence in determining whether Gauguin has been rightly
accused of maltreating and of taunting Van Gogh. He was
admittedly not an easy companion, but if he taunted Vincent
there is no suggestion that he taunted any other of his friends,
and the fair and even account that he gives of Van Gogh does
not bear the mark of a man who is trying to justify the results
of an action of which he feels himself guilty: it is rather the
account of incidents by a man who did his best, under the
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